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once to account for the existence of the lower, and
yet to save the higher from any responsibility for it.
Hence we have a descending scale of degrees of
reality, each of which produces the imperfect image
of itself in that which follows it, till ultimately we
are carried beyond the intelligible world into the
region of matter, in which defect turns into physical
and moral evil Thus God is saved from being the
cause of evil by a twofold expedient: first, by lie
interposition of a number of intermediate beings
between the highest and the lowest; and secondly, by
the idea that the production of the lower is an
accidental result, and not the aim or object of the
activity of the higher.

But it is obvious that this is no satisfactory
solution of the difficulty. Tor, in the first place,
the very idea of an accidental operation of the
Absolute is self-contradictory, as it implies that
the Absolute in its outgoing activity is subjected
to a law which is not involved in itj* own
nature as absolute. And, in the second pjaee>
the interposition of the pure intelligence and
the world-soul between the absolute One and the
region of matter, only distributes the problem of ey&
over the different grades of reality, without doing
anything towards the solution of it. Ploturas/ indeed,
seems to maintain that, though the intelligence, aap
the world-soul are defective as compared